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Organization 

The  Abraham  Lincoln  Association,  known  originally  as 
the  Lincoln  Centennial  Association,  was  organized  in  1909 
to  celebrate  the  centennial  of  Lincoln's  birth.  From  that  date 
until  1924  its  principal  function  was  the  annual  observance 
of  Lincoln's  birthday.  In  the  latter  year  the  Association  was 
reorganized  with  a  view  to  activities  of  a  broader  character. 

Reorganization 

The  reorganization  of  1924  was  the  direct  outgrowth  of 
the  realization,  on  the  part  of  Springfield  citizens,  that  Lin- 
coln's long  residence  in  that  city  had  placed  its  present  in- 
habitants under  a  serious  obligation  to  the  rest  of  the 
world.  Visitors  by  the  thousands  were  beginning  to  come  to 
the  places  associated  with  his  life :  his  home,  his  law  offices, 
the  old  State  House,  where  he  so  often  spoke,  nearby  New 
Salem,  where  he  lived  for  six  years,  and  his  tomb.  These 
places  must  be  made  accessible  to  those  who  would  visit 
them,  and  their  story  made  readily  available. 

Moreover,  it  was  realized  that  Springfield  and  Central 
Illinois  possessed  material  of  inestimable  value  for  a  better 
understanding  of  Lincoln's  life.  In  court  records,  old  news- 
paper files,  family  letters  and  papers  were  hidden  perhaps 
the  secret  of  many  hitherto  inexplicable  phases  of  his  career, 
and  certainly  a  vast  amount  of  valuable  detail  to  supplement 
the  known  facts.  This  material,  perishable  in  character, 
would  some  day  be  irrevocably  lost  unless  its  preservation 
and  publication  were  made  immediate  objectives. 

It  was  apparent  that  this  work  could  be  performed  only 
by  a  trained  historian,  devoting  his  entire  time  to  its  accom- 
plishment. Consequently,  in  the  spring  of  1925,  an  Executive 
Secretary  was  secured,  office  quarters  were  obtained,  and 
the  Association  embarked  upon  a  program  of  research  and 
publication  in  the  Lincoln  field. 

Collection  of  Lincoln  Material 

In  the  same  year  (1925),  recognizing  the  desirability  for 
historical  purposes,  of  assembling  all  Lincoln  writings  in  one 
place,  the  Association  began  to  collect  photostatic  copies  of 
original  Lincoln  documents,  now  widely  scattered  among 
libraries,  collectors  and  individual  owners.  This  collection 
has  grown  to  such  an  extent  that  at  present,  although  still 
far  from  complete,  it  is  one  of  the  largest  in  existence.  It 
contains  some  1,500  photostatic  copies  of  letters,  speeches, 
1,000  pages  of  legal  papers  and  other  documents.  While 
many  of  these  copies  have  been  obtained  from  libraries  and 
collectors,  many  more,  especially  of  the  legal  papers,  were 
unknown  to  students  until  secured  by  the  Association.  Copies 
of  these  documents  are  supplied  to  libraries  and  individuals 
on  request,  and  the  whole  collection  is  available  for  the  use 
of  Lincoln  students. 


Membership 

Beginning  as  a  local  enterprise,  the  scope  of  the  Associa- 
tion soon  broadened.  Non-residents  of  Springfield  were 
quick  to  perceive  that  because  Abraham  Lincoln  is  a  na- 
tional figure,  the  project  which  the  Association  had  under- 
taken was  of  national  significance.  Without  organized  effort 
its  non-resident  membership  has  grown  until  it  is  now  more 
than  three  times  as  large  as  the  Springfield  membership,  and 
the  Association  has  attained  a  recognized  position  in  the 
field  of  historical  scholarship. 

It  is  a  not-for-profit  corporation.  Its  achievements  have 
been  made  possible  by  the  dues  of  its  members,  numbering 
750  in  1941 ,  and  by  the  income  from  a  small  endowment  fund. 

Sustaining  Membership  dues  for  individuals  are  ten  dol- 
lars a  year.  Since  1940  the  Association  has  offered  a  Junior 
Membership  for  five  dollars  a  year  to  individuals  under 
thirty-five  years  of  age.  Since  i934  the  Association  has  of- 
fered a  special  membership  to  libraries  and  historical  socie- 
ties with  dues  of  five  dollars  a  year.  Particularly  gratifying 
is  the  fact  that  123  libraries  held  memberships  at  the  close 
of  1941  thus  making  the  Association's  publications  perman- 
ently available  to  a  larger  number  of  readers  and  students. 

To  anyone  interested  in  the  enduring  value  of  the  work 
which  the  Association  is  doing,  and  who  wishes  to  aid  in 
assuring  its  continuance,  the  Directors  extend  a  cordial  in- 
vitation to  become  a  Sustaining  Member. 

Members  receive  all  publications  issued  during  the  period 
of  their  membership  without  charge.  Besides  this,  new  mem- 
bers receive  all  back  monographs  and  all  back  numbers  of 
the  Annual  Papers,  Abraham  Lincoln  Quarterly  and  Bulle- 
tin as  long  as  these  various  publications  are  available. 

Publications 

The  Annual  Papers 

From  1924  through  1939,  the  Association  published  a 
volume  of  Papers  each  year.  Each  volume  contained  the 
addresses  delivered  under  the  auspices  of  the  Association  on 
succssive  Lincoln  birthday  anniversaries.  Included  were 
such  notable  contributions  to  Lincoln  literature  as  "Lincoln 
as  a  World  Figure,"  by  Andrew  C.  McLaughlin;  "Lincoln's 
Genius  of  Places,"  by  Carl  Sandburg;  "Abraham  Lincoln: 
Circuit  Lawyer,"  by  Paul  M.  Angle;  "Lincoln,  the  Consti- 
tutional Lawyer,"  by  John  M.  Zane,  and  "Lincoln  and  the 
Courts,  1854-1861,"  by  Benjamin  P.  Thomas. 

Volumes  of  the  Papers  still  in  print  will  be  sent  without 
charge  to  new  members. 

The  Quarterly 
7he   Abraham    Lincoln    Quarterly,   first   published    in 
March,  1940,  enlarged  the  scope  of  Ihe  Bulletin,  fifty-eight 


numbers  of  which  were  published  1923-1939.  The  Quarterly 
is  published  in  March,  June,  September  and  December.  It 
is  a  forty-eight  page  publication  containing  articles  on  Lin- 
coln's life,  news  items  of  general  interest,  unpublished  let- 
ters, descriptions  of  important  collections  of  Lincolniana, 
and  the  results  of  the  latest  research  in  the  field.  The  list 
of  members  of  the  Association  is  published  annually  in 
7he  Quarterly. 

Monographs 

From  time  to  time  the  Association  issues  additional  pub- 
lications, which  are  furnished  to  members  without  charge 
and  offered  for  sale  to  non-members  at  the  prices  quoted 
(postage  prepaid).  The  following  have  been  published  to 
date: 

1930— Paul  M.  Angle,  Tiew  Letters  and  Papers  of  Lincoln,  pp.  387. 
(out  of  print.) 

1933— Paul  M.  Angle,  Lincoln.  1854-1861,  Being  the  Day-by-Day  Activi 
ties  of  Abraham  Lincoln  from  January  i,  1854  to  March  4,  i86i. 
pp.  xxx,  400,  maps.  (Out  of  print.) 

1934 — Benjamin  P.  Thomas,  Lincoln's  Tiew  Salem,  pp.  xi.  128,  13  illus- 
trations, map,  decorative  end-sheets.  Price  to  non-members  $1.00. 

1935— Paul  M.  Angle,  "Here  1  Wave  Lived":  A  History  of  Lincoln's 
Springfield,  i82l-i865,  pp.  xvi.  304,  12  illustrations  and  map. 
(Out  of  print.) 

1936— Benjamin  P.  Thomas,  Lincoln,  1847-1853,  Being  the  Day-by-Day 
Activities  of  Abraham  Lincoln  from  January  i,  1847  to  December 
31,  1853,  pp.  lx.  388,  maps.  (Out  of  print.) 

1938— Lincoln's  Springfield.  A  Guide  Book  and  a  brief  history.  32 
pages.    Price  to  non-members  25c. 

1938 — William  Dean  Howells,  Life  of  Lincoln,  reprint  of  a  personally 
corrected  copy  of  the  original,  with  Lincoln's  penciled  corrections 
in  the  margins.  (Out  of  print.) 

1939— Harry  E.  Pratt,  Lincoln,  1840-1846,  Being  the  Day-by-Day  Activi 
ties  of  Abraham  Lincoln  from  January  1,  1840  to  December  31, 
t846,  pp.  xli.  391,  maps.  Price  to  non-members  $3.75. 

1941— Harry  E.  Pratt,  Lincoln,  1809-1839.  Being  the  Day -by  Day  Ac- 
tivities of  Abraham  Lincoln  from  February  12.  1809  to  December 
31,  1839,  pp.  lxxxvii,  256,  charts  and  maps.  Price  to  non-mem- 
bers $3.75. 

1943 — Harry  E.  Pratt,  7he  Personal  finances  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  pp. 
202,  illus.  and  chart.    Price  to  non-members  $3.50. 

Influence  on  Scholarship 

Nineteen  years  have  elapsed  since  the  Association  inaugu- 
rated its  publishing  program,  and  thirteen  years  have  passed 
since  the  first  of  its  special  studies  appeared.  Nevertheless, 
the  effect  of  its  publications  on  the  works  of  those  who  are 
now  writing  of  Lincoln  is  marked,  and  becomes  more  no- 
ticeable with  each  passing  year.  Important  recent  books  like 
Sandburg's  Abraham  Lincoln,  Ihe  IV ar  years,  Basler's  Ihe 
Lincoln  Legend  and  Baringer's  Lincoln's  Rise  to  Power  con- 
tain many  evidences  of  the  fundamental  value  of  the  re- 
searches made  available  by  the  Association. 


Direct  testimony  to  the  character  of  its  contributions 
comes  from  Prof.  J.  G.  Randall  in  his  survey  paper,  "Has 
the  Lincoln  Theme  Been  Exhausted?"  (American  Historical 
Review,  January,  1936  :  "It  is  important  in  this  connection 
to  note  the  activities  of  the  Abraham  Lincoln  Association . . . 
which  in  recent  years  has  broadened  its  outlook  and  turned 
its  interests  to  the  more  serious  aspects  of  Lincoln  investiga- 
tion, as  shown  by  the  stamp  of  scholarship  which  its  bulle- 
tins and  papers  bear." 

Future  Plans 

The  future  program  of  the  Association  contemplates  the 
continuance  of  the  Quarterly — and  the  publication  of  one 
additional  book  each  year.  The  association  is  now  engaged 
in  a  study  of  Lincoln's  activities  as  a  member  of  the  Illinois 
Legislature,  1834-1841.  Vandalia  as  a  pioneer  seat  of  gov- 
ernment; the  removal  of  the  capital  to  Springfield?  and  Lin- 
coln's rise  to  leadership  of  the  Whig  party,  make  a  story  of 
great  interest  to  students  of  his  life  and  career. 

Plans  for  future  publications  include  the  re-issue  of  the 
day-by-day  books  covering  Lincoln's  life  from  his  birth  to 
the  Presidency,  and  the  publication  of  a  new  series  of  day- 
by-day  books  to  cover  the  years  of  the  Presidency.  Much 
new  material  for  these  four  volumes  has  become  available 
since  their  publication.  Other  future  publications  planned 
by  the  Association  include  a  new  and  complete  set  of  Lin- 
coln's writings,  a  Lincoln  concordance,  and  the  second  vol- 
ume of  7he  ytistory  of  Springfield,  covering  the  years  1865 
to  date. 


The  Abraham  Lincoln  Association 
Purposes: 

"Jo  observe  each  anniversary  of  the  birth  of 
Abraham  Lincoln;  to  preserve  and  make  more 
readily  accessible  the  landmarks  associated  with 
his  life,  and  actively  to  encourage,  promote  and  aid 
the  collection  and  dissemination  of  authentic  infor- 
mation regarding  all  phases  of  his  life  and  career." 
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Officers 

George  W.  Bunn,  Jr.,  "President 
Mary  E.  Humphrey,  Vice-President 
Benjamin  P.  Thomas,  treasurer 
Paul  M.  Angle,  Secretary 
Harry  E.  Pratt,  Executive  Secretary 

Directors 

Oliver  R.  Barrett,  Chicago,  111. 
James  W.  Bollinger,  Davenport,  Iowa 
F.  Lauriston  Bullard,  Boston,  Mass. 
Alice  E.  Bunn,  Springfield,  111. 
George  W.  Bunn,  Jr.,  Springfield,  111. 
J.  Paul  Clayton,  Winnetka,  111. 
Henry  A.  Converse,  Springfield,  111. 
Pascal  E.  Hatch,  Springfield,  111. 
Mrs.  Logan  Hay,  Springfield,  111. 
Edgar  DeWitt  Jones,  Detroit,  Mich. 
Ralph  G.  Lindstrom,  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
Frank  O.  Lowden,  Oregon,  111. 
Henry  M.  Merriam,  Springfield,  111. 
Charles  L.  Patton,  Springfield,  111. 
James  G.  Randall,  Urbana,  111. 
Benjamin  P.  Thomas,  Springfield,  111. 
William  H.  Townsend,  Lexington,  Ky. 
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